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 “Salute to Veterans – University Circle Community Festival” Will Honor and 

Celebrate Veterans in August 
Leon Bibb this year’s Festival honoree 

 
Cleveland, OH— This year’s “Salute to Veterans” community festival in University Circle will 

take place on Saturday, August 2, 2014 on Magnolia Drive between the Louis Stokes VA 

Hospital and the Mt. Zion Congregational Church, UCC.  

This year’s honoree is Leon Bibb. Bibb is a decorated military veteran who served in the United 

States Army. He received a Bronze Star Medal for his service the Vietnam Conflict. Currently, 

Bibb is a multimedia journalist and anchor with Cleveland’s WEWS Channel 5. He has a place 

in the Broadcasters’ Hall of Fame and has been awarded six local Emmy awards. 

"I am deeply appreciative of the honor given me. When my nation called, I felt it was my duty to 

answer its call to arms during the war in Vietnam. I am thankful for the honor being bestowed 

upon me and I humbly accept it,” said Leon Bibb. “However, at the same time, I think of those 

members of the U.S. military service who wore the uniforms of the United States. They, too, are 

honored. At the same time, I reflect on those in the military service who gave their last full 

measures of devotion and died in service to this country, no matter the war, no matter the battle.   

They, too, answered the call.  Let us always keep them in our memories."  

Free and open to the public, this community event features live entertainment, classic cars, 

community booths, and BBQ ribs and side dishes from local restaurants. The festival begins at 

Lakeview Cemetery at 10:00 am, with a wreath lying ceremony at the grave of a local veteran. 

Following the ceremony, guests can proceed through Wade Oval to the festival on Magnolia 

Drive. Activities and entertainment continue until 5:00 pm. 

“The ‘Salute to Veterans’ community festival gives us a chance to honor veterans in Cleveland 

each year”, said Calvin M. Curry, Chief, Voluntary Services, U.S. Department of Veterans 
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Affairs. “Leon Bibb is a light within the veteran community, and honoring him at this year’s 

festival is a small token of our appreciation for how important he is to veterans and the city of 

Cleveland.” 

Free and open to the public, this community event features live entertainment, classic cars, 

community booths, and BBQ ribs and side dishes. The festival begins at Lakeview Cemetery at 

10:00 am, with a wreath lying ceremony at the grave of a local veteran. Following the ceremony, 

guests can proceed through Wade Oval to the festival on Magnolia Drive. Activities and 

entertainment continue until 5:00 pm. 

“This fun, family event brings together the community to thank and honor veterans and their 

continued commitment,” said the Rev. Paul Hobson Sandler, Sr., Pastor of Mt. Zion 

Congregational Church, UCC. “We will continue to look for opportunities in which we can unify 

the communities of Cleveland in support for those who proudly serve and represent our 

country.” 

Community support for Salute to Veterans is apparent in the list of event sponsors: The Louis 

Stokes VA Hospital, the Mt. Zion Congregational Church, UCC, Western Reserve Historical 

Society, University Circle, Inc., and Lakeview Cemetery/ 

“The Western Reserve Historical Society feels honored to be involved in such an important 

community event”, said Kelly Falcone-Hall, Interim CEO at WRHS. “Veterans are an integral 

part of this region’s history and continue to have an impact on the community at large. We hope 

to continue to serve and support the veterans within our community by sponsoring the ‘Salute to 

Veterans’ event and more.” 

The Western Reserve Historical Society History Center is located in Cleveland’s University 

Circle at 10825 East Boulevard. Museum hours are Tuesday - Saturday, 10 am to 5 pm; 

Sunday, Noon to 5 pm. Admission is $10/adult and $5/child age 3-12. Western Reserve 

Historical Society members and children two years and under are admitted free of charge. 

Group rates are available. The History Center is handicap accessible, and includes an elevator 

to various levels of the museum.  

  

Founded in 1867, Western Reserve Historical Society (WRHS) is Northeast Ohio’s premier storyteller 

based on its vast collection of the tangible history of Northeast Ohio— such as: automobiles, airplanes, 

archives, books, carousel horses, ceramics, decorative arts, diaries, furniture, gardens, garments, 

genealogical resources, historic buildings, letters, maps, paintings, photographs, shoes, toys, uniforms, 

and weapons. It is one of the oldest and largest nonprofit regional historical societies in the nation. It 

presents the lives and activities of 19
th
-Century settlers through historic Hale Farm & Village in Bath, 

Ohio, and it presents the glitter and industry of the Gilded Age through the history of Cleveland’s 
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millionaires and entrepreneurs. WRHS offers a wealth of resources to research your family heritage at the 

History Center in University Circle, Cleveland. For more information on the Western Reserve Historical 

Society, 10825 East Blvd., Cleveland, OH 44106 visit: http://www.wrhs.org/ or contact Jane M. Mason, 

Vice President of Communications and Marketing jmason@wrhs.org, 216-721-5722, x 1501. 

 

WRHS is supported in part by the residents of Cuyahoga county through a public grant from 

Cuyahoga Arts & Culture. Sponsorships, bequests, grants, admissions, and other funding 

are used by WRHS to preserve and enrich the region’s artistic and cultural heritage.  
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